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opposite Mount Phoenix* Twenty thousand Romans
perished but the Muslim fleet, owing to its losses, could
not proceed to Constantinople and therefore retired.
According to Theophanes this expedition sailed in
September, 653 A.D. (Safar, 33 A.H.), which almost
agrees with the Arab version.3
The second expedition was in 44 A.H. (664 A.D,)
In the meanwhile Mua'wiya ibn Abi Sufyan had
seized the Caliphate and the Omayyad dynasty was
established in Damascus.
In the resumption of conquests the triumphant
leader found a means of diverting the attention of the
generals and chiefs whose rivalry and opposition he
dreaded ; hence the second expedition to Constanti-
nople and the resumption of the invasion of Africa.4
An expedition was led by Abdul Rahman ibn Khalid
ibn al-Walid who penetrated the plateaus of Anatolia
as far as Pergamos,5 close to Constantinople. The
fleet was commanded by Admiral Busr ibn Artah who
sailed as far as the waters of the Marmora. But winter
set in before the Muslims could put their plan in force.
They were therefore obliged to pass the winter in
Anatolia and limit their activities to local invasions.
Once again they could not proceed to besiege Con-
stantinople.
A few years later, however, Mua'wiya completed
his preparations for the conquest of the seat of the
Eastern Empire. Mua'wiya had previously reconnoitr-
ed himself all the passages and routes of Asia Minor
having ravaged its regions with his forces more than
once and studied the general conditions and the dis-
solution and weakness of the Eastern Empire. He now
mobilized his large forces and assembled a big fleet
in the ports of Egypt and Syria and sent an advance-
guard, commanded by Fodala ibn Obeid al-Ansari,
who penetrated through Anatolia (48 A.H. 668 A.D.)
and conquered its forts as far as Calciduan, The next
year (49 A.H.) marched to Constantinople a great army